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SYNOPSIS 
 
I am an Honorary Professor at the Science Policy Research Unit at the 
University of Sussex, a Professorial Emeritus Fellow at the Institute of 
Development Studies at the University of Sussex and an Emeritus Professor at 
the Open University and Research Associate in Policy Research in 
International Services and Manufacturing (PRISM), University of Cape Town. 
My professional career has been devoted to an understanding of the character 
of social, economic and environmental growth and the promotion of more 
equitable and sustainable paths of development. My research and publications 
have focused on sustainable and inclusive development, techno-economic 
paradigms, globalisation and global value chains, productivity and innovation, 
appropriate technology, the impact of China (particularly on Africa), 
commodities and the terms of trade, industrial policy, and post-Apartheid 
transformation in South Africa. This research agenda has been supported by a 
series of micro and meso level studies in many countries, involving close 
collaboration with research colleagues, governments, international 
organisations and civil society organisations. My current research is on the 
crisis in capitalism seen through the lens of a socio-techno-economic 
paradigms, and the prospects for a more economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable future.  
 
Four themes cross-cut these individual research areas and follow from my 
experience as a political activist in my country of origin, South Africa during the 
Apartheid-era. The first is an ongoing concern with equity and sustainable 
development. The second is the critical importance of political economy and 
interdisciplinary enquiry to an holistic understanding of what has made the 
world we live in, and how we might change it for the better. The third is the 
centrality of technology to human progress – however, technology is socially 
shaped and innovation must be provided with directionality. Fourth, both 
because each of us has a responsibility to contribute to a more equitable and 
sustainable world and because we cannot understand the world from the 
vantage point of an ivory tower, research cannot be separated from action.  
 

I have sole-authored nine books, co-authored 17 books, edited numerous 
journal Special Issues, published more than 80 peer-reviewed journal articles 
and more than 60 book-chapters. 
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and Industry. Kenya. 

 

1974-1977 Institute for Development Studies, University of 
Nairobi. 

 

1970-74 Research Assistant, Institute of Development 
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1969-70 Research Assistant, Science Policy Research Unit, 
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Extensive experience in providing policy support and capacity development 
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• International Organisations (UN Family, World Bank, African Union, 
EU)  

 

• Civil Society Organisations 
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Panel Member, International Panel on Social Progress (2015-2017) 
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Assessor, Capturing the Gains Research Network (a multimillion Pounds 
research network funded by DFID), 2010-2012. 
 
Chair, Advisory Council, Queen Elizabeth House (2007-2010). Member of 
Advisory Council,  2006-2011 
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Perspectives In Agriculture, Veterinary Science, Nutrition and Natural 
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Professorial Research Associate, South Africa Labour and Development Unit 
(SALDRU), University of Cape Town, South Africa (2009 ongoing) 
 
Visiting Professor, University of KwaZulu Natal (1996-2005) 
 
Member of Review Panel of Shell Corporation Sustainable Communities and 
Environmental Programmes, 2000-2001.  
 
Trustee Mandela Scholarship Fund, 1997-2006 
 
Guest Editor of various issues of World Development, Journal of Development 
Studies, European Journal of Development Research, Appropriate 
Technology, IDS Bulletin. 
 
Group Leader and Member of Expert Committee, Commonwealth Ministers 
Committee on Sanctions against South Africa. 
 
Coordinator, European Association of Development Institutes Science and 
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Adviser to UK Shadow Minister of Overseas Development, 1986-1987. 
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Sole Authorship 
 
Sustainable Futures – An Agenda for Action, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2021. 
 
Globalization, Poverty and Inequality: Between a Rock and a Hard Place, 
Cambridge: Polity Press, 2005. (Reprinted 2008). (Chinese translation 
Intellectual Property Publishing House, Beijing, 2008). 
 
Easternisation: The Spread of Japanese Management Techniques to 
Developing Countries, London: UNU/Frank Cass, 1994. 
 

The Economies of Small:  Appropriate Technology in a Changing World, 
London:  Intermediate Technology Press, 1990. 
 

Microelectronics and Employment Revisited: A Review,  Geneva: ILO, 1987.  
(Translated into Spanish, Microelectronica Y Empleo, Geneva: ILO, 1989). 
 

Automation:  The Technology and Society, London: Longmans, London: 
1984. 
 

Sugar Processing: The Development of a Third World Technology, London: 
Intermediate Technology Press, 1983. 
 

Computer Aided Design in a Dynamic World: Electronics, Comparative 
Advantage and Development, London: Francis Pinter, 1982. 
 

Ownership and Equity in Kenya, 1966-1976, Nairobi: National Christian 
Council of Kenya, 1979. 
 

 
Joint Authorship 
 
The Intellectual History of UNIDO: Building Ideas from Data and Practice, 
Vienna: UNIDO, 2016 (Prime author) 
 
Greening Africa’s Industrialization: Economic Report on Africa, 2016, Addis 
Ababa: United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. 
 
Kaplinsky, R. and M. Morris, Developing Industrial Clusters and Supply 
Chains to Support Diversification and Sustainable Development of Exports in 
Africa, Cairo: African Export Import Bank, 2014. 
 
Kaplinsky, R, M. Farooki, L. Alcorta and N. Rodousakis, Promoting Industrial 
Diversification in Resource Intensive Economies: The Experiences of Sub-
Saharan Africa and Central Asia Regions, Vienna: United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation, 2012. 
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Morris, M., R. Kaplinsky and D. Kaplan, One Thing Leads to Another: 
Promoting Industrialisation by Making the Most of Commodities in Sub Sahara 
Africa, Lulu.com. 2012. 
 
Farooki, M. Z. and R. Kaplinsky, The Impact of China on Global Commodity 
Prices: The Global reshaping of the Commodities Sector, London: Routledge, 
2012. (Chinese translation, 2015) 
 
Barnes, J., J. Bessant and M. Morris, Manufacturing Excellence in South 
Africa: CD and Accompanying Manuals, Output of three-year programme 
funded by Dept of Science and Technology, 2004. 
 

Barnes, J., J. Bessant and M. Morris,  Successful Manufacturing in a Global 
Environment: A Resource to Help Facilitate Capability Development in the 
South African Metals Industry, Monograph and CD, Pretoria: South African 
Dept. of Trade and Industry, 2002. 
 

Kaplinsky, R. and M. Morris, A Handbook for Value Chain Research 
http://www.prism.uct.ac.za/papers/vchnov01.pdf, (2001) (Spanish translation 
‘Competitividad: Conceptos y Buenas Practicas, una herramienta de 
autoaprendiza y consulta’, Santiago: Inter-American Development Bank, 
2004). 
 
Humphrey J, R. Kaplinsky and P. Saraph, Corporate Restructuring:  
Crompton Greaves and the Challenge of Globalisation, N. Delhi: Sage 
Publishers, 1988 
 
Joffe, A., D Kaplan, R. Kaplinsky and D Lewis, Improving Manufacturing 
Performance: The Report of the ISP, Cape Town: UCT Press, 1995. 
 
Kaplinsky R with A. Posthuma, Organisational Change in Zimbabwean 
Manufacturing, Report Prepared for United Nations University (INTECH), 
Maastricht, 1993.    
 
Hoffman, K. and R. Kaplinsky, Transnational Corporations and the Transfer of 
New Management Practices to Developing Countries, Report prepared for the 
United Nations Centre of Transnational Corporations, 1993. 
 
Hoffman, K. and R. Kaplinsky, Driving Force: The Global Restructuring of 
Technology, Labor, and Investment in the Automobile and Components 
Industries, Westview Press, Boulder, 1988. 
 
Chisti S. and R. Kaplinsky, Role of TNCs in India's Exports, N Delhi: Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade, 1981. 
 
Cooper, C., R. M. Bell and R. Kaplinsky, An International Comparison of the 
Choice of Manufacturing Techniques in the Production of Cans in Kenya, 
Tanzania and Thailand, Geneva: ILO, 1974. 
 
Cooper, C. and R. Kaplinsky, Secondhand Equipment in a Developing 
Country: A Study of Jute Processing in Kenya, Geneva: ILO, 1973 
 

http://www.prism.uct.ac.za/papers/vchnov01.pdf
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Editor and Contributor 
 
Special Section to Commemorate the 100th Birthday of Christopher Freeman 
and the 50th Anniversary of Research Policy, Research Policy, 2021, (Co-
edited with Ed Steinmueller)  
 
One thing leads to another: Commodities, linkages and industrial 
development, Special Issue, Resources Policy  (2012), (Co-edited with M 
Morris and D. Kaplan). 
 
Editor - Special Issue China in Africa: A Relationship in Transition, European 
Journal of Development Research, (2009), Vol. 21, No. 4. (co-edited with O. 
Ajakaiye) 
 
Editor - Special Issue on Asian Drivers and their Impact on Developing 
Countries, World Development (2008), Vol. 36, No. 2. (Co-edited with Dirk 
Messner). 
 
Editor - Asian Drivers: Opportunities and Threats, Special Issue IDS Bulletin, 
Vol. 37, No.1, 2006 
 
The Value of Value Chains, Special Issue IDS Bulletin, Vol. 32, No.3, 2001 
(co-edited with G. Gereffi). 
 
Europe's Next Step: Organisational Innovation, Competition and Employment,  
with Andreasen L, Coriat B and den Hertog F, 1995, London: Frank Cass. 
(Joint editor, sole writing of two chapters, joint writing of two chapters). 
 
Editor and Contributor, IDS Bulletin, A Policy Agenda for a Post-Apartheid 
South Africa, Vol 25 No 1, January 1994. 
 
A Strategy for Industrial Restructuring in the Dominican Republic, UNDP/IDS, 
1991. 
 
Technology and Development in the Third Industrial Revolution, (Co-edited 
with C. Cooper), London, Frank Cass.  Also published as inaugural edition of 
European Journal of Development Research, Vol 1 No 1. 
 
Editor and Contributor, IDS Bulletin, "Industrial Restructuring: Policy 
Implications for Developing Countries", Vol 21 No 1. 
 
Editor and Contributor IDS Bulletin, "Slowdown or Crisis?  Restructuring in the 
1980s", Vol 16, No 1. 
 
Editor and contributor, IDS Bulletin, "Comparative Advantage in an 
Automating World". 
 
The State of Small Scale Sugar, (Co-edited with two others and contributor), 
Intermediate Technology Publications, London, 1988. 
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Cyprus Technology Strategy, UNDP/OPE and Institute of Development 
Studies, 1988 (with N Clark, C Edquist and D Pimentel). 
 
Third World Industrialisation in the 1980's: Open Economies in a Closing 
World (Editor and contributor), Special Issue of Journal of Development 
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seven chapters), Oxford University Press, Nairobi, 1978. 
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